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Identification of My Current Practice of Ministry: 


I am a single 35 year old American man, a Catholic of 


German-Irish descent living in Altoona, PA. Due to Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder (OCD) I am unemployed and receiving SSI 

benefits, which places me in our society's underclass. Religion 
and Ecology is my LIMEX focus area. My current practice of 


ministry, according to McBrien's categories, is at the level 


of Christian/universal ministry, "general service rendered to 


others in Christ and because of Christ" (Fleisher 5). Although 


I lack employment and hold no Church-designated ministry 


position, I feel that I do have an important Christian vocation: 


the ministry of integral alchemy. Walker nicely defines alchemy 


"the art of transformation[,]. . a method of investigating 


[and I would add liberating] 


as 
nature in a spiritually creative 


way" (32). Alchemy can also be described as the art-science- 
spirituality of creating the gold-making, immortality-granting 


Philosopher's Stone, the alchemists' highest symbol of divinity 


which I equate with Christ-consciousness. By placing the term 


"integral" in front of "alchemy" I place my ministry practice 


within the inter-disciplinary field of integral studies. 


"Integral studies in general," explains Wilber, "are dedicated 


view of human consciousness 


to an 'all-level, all-quadrant' 


and behavior" (Eye 3). All-level refers to the various levels 
mind, soul and spirit 


in the Great Nest of Being: matter, body, 


(Fig. 1). All-quadrant refers to the four quadrants of the 


Kosmos. (The Pythagorean term "Kosmos" includes all levels 


of Being, while the term "cosmos" commonly denotes only the 


spirit 
(causal) 


EELER 


psychology 


theology 


Spirit 
(Nondual) 


mysticism 


Fig.. 
the nondual Ground of all levels. 


Wachter 2 


1. .. The Great Nest of Being. Spirit is both the highest level (causal) and 
(Wilber, integral 6) 
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Evolution in the Four Quadrants 
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universe's physical manifestation.) Everything is both a whole 


and a part (whole/part or holon) and has both an interior and 


exterior dimension. There are therefore four quadrants or 
general contextual views into our Kosmos: the interior of the 


individual, the exterior of the individual, the interior of 
the collective, and the exterior of the collective (Fig. 2a 


& 2b). Fig. 3 symbolizes the all-level, all-quadrant approach 
of integral studies. Integral alchemy seeks to foster evolution 


in each quadrant towards ever more inclusive levels of Being 


(Fig. 4). The goal is for the Stone/Christ to become fully 


manifested at every level and in every quadrant of the Kosmos, 
Given that my ministry level is universal rather than 


specific and that I have been investigating integral studies 


and alchemy for only a year or so, and considering that integral 


studies is a newborn field of scientific study spanning many 
disciplines and that alchemy is a recently resurrected discipline 
in the West still largely unacknowledged as science except by 


depth psychologists, my ministry of integral alchemy is 


understandably very general at this time and mainly involves 
laying the groundwork for an integral approach to the practice 


of alchemy as ministry. Mutus Liber (The Wordless Book), a 


classic illustrated guide to alchemy, concludes with a few Latin 


which translate as 


words of advice for aspiring alchemists, 


"pray, read, read, read, read again, labor, and discover" 


(Constable 77). This advice parallels the four imperatives 


of all sacred science: to dare (= discover), to will or do 


and to keep silent (= pray). 


(= labor), to know (= read/re-read), 
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My practice of integral alchemy involves applying these four 


imperatives on as many levels and in as many quadrants as 


possible. As an integral alchemist I heed Wilber's advice for 
integral practice: "Exercise body, mind, soul, and spirit in 


self, culture, and nature" (Eye 114). 


My integral alchemical prayer life includes practice of 


Lectio Divina, centering prayer, yoga, mantra, mandala and 
It entails 


archetype meditations, and active imagination. 


receiving the Sacraments and participating in Mass and other 
communal rituals. My reading, re~reading and intellectual 
pondering focuses largely on integral studies (Wilber et al.), 
mythologies of I 


alchemy (Jung et al.), and the Scriptures and 


the world. I also seek to read my environment, the natural, 


social and psychic contexts of my life. My integral alchemical 


labors include: taking in vegetarian food and promoting 


vegetarianism; taking in alchemical images and promoting integral 


alchemy; consuming and critiquing popular culture and 
analyzing my dreams; undergoing depth analysis 


sub-cultures; 
keeping my house and body in good 


with a Jungian psychologist; 


condition; personally and collectively engaging in socio- 


political activism on behalf of peace and justice for all life 


forms and the earth itself; promoting ecumenism; writing poetry 
writing and recording songs; 


and prose; journaling; learning, 


making music by myself and with others; creating visual collages, 


alchemical charts; communicating and communing with people, 


animals, nature and God; and participating in the LIMEX program 
with my learning group. As for discovery, integral studies 
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aims at discerning the Good in the collective/interior quadrant, 


the True in the two exterior quadrants, and the Beautiful in 


the individual/interior quadrant. Integral alchemy dares to 


discover the Good, True and Beautiful Philosopher's Stone, the 


Living image of God which Stone so aptly describes as "[f]reedom, 


(18). In brief, then, I identify 


{elommunity, and {c]reativity" 


my ministry as the practice of integral alchemy, the quest for 


all-level, all-quadrant transformation in and for the freedom, 
community and creativity of the Kosmos. 


My Understanding of My Ministry Practice: 


"We live in critical and therefore creative times," writes 


Boff (xi). Ours is an age of ecological crisis and monumental 
transition. Unless humans begin to live by a more inclusive 
and integrated worldview, our planet is headed for its greatest 


ecological catastrophe to date. Earth is in desperate need 


of integral transformation in and for freedom, creativity and 


The 


community. This is the Great Work of integral alchemy. 


third Arcanum of the Tarot is the Empress of the Great Work 


of Kosmic liberation (Fig. 5). The Empress, who symbolizes 


perfect harmony between heart and mind, is the Mother of God 


and Mediatrix of all grace. Fig. 6 is a personal vision of 


the Empress, and this original collage is one concrete example 


of my integral alchemical practice. To better understand my 


ministry, let us examine three insignias of the Empress shown 


in Fig. 5. The Empress' crown, shield and scepter reveal 


respectively the ground, the end and the means of integral 


alchemy. 
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let it be to me according to your word. 


Fig. 6 Great Mother 


An Original Collage 
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The crown on the head of the Empress indicates that the 


liberating practice of alchemical science is divinely 


commissioned. For the alchemist the power of the Divine, the 


power of service, is always the ruler of consciousness, As 


Meditiations of the Tarot states, alchemists seek "to serve 


as the terrestrial point of contact and point of concentration 


for the operation conceived, willed and put into action from 


above" (57). 
The emblem of the Empress is a shield bearing an eagle 


in flight.  Hermetic tradition holds that the motto of this 


emblem is "Liberation in order to ascend". "(I]t is precisely 


tthe accelerated evolution of the living forces of Nature' that 


the eagle of the shield of the Empress represents," according 


This eagle reveals the 


to Meditations on the Tarot (55). 


alchemist's mission, liberation of nature and the divine spirit 


within nature. Although alchemy is à process which nature 


herself initiates, a human being's conscious cooperative efforts 


are needed to complete the Great Work. In alchemy the eagle 


is the symbolic equivalent of the phoenix, the vulture and the 


raven. Sometimes the eagle is shown with two heads, emphasizing 


that alchemical transformation involves the integration of all 


opposites and that true liberation must be both interior and 


exterior, individual and collective. The Empress bears the 


shield in her right arm indicating that she and her followers 


are actively engaged in liberating action. 


The scepter of the Empress signifies the means by which 


the divinely authorized aim of sacred science is to be attained. 
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The globe which tops the scepter is composed of the union of 


one cup facing downwards (divine will) and one cup facing upwards 
(human will). From the active union of these two wills ascends 


the cross of Christ. The sign for Venus, , can also be seen 


in this globe and cross. Called "the science of Love", this 


scepter is held in the Empress' left hand indicating she and 


her followers are ever receptive to the power of love. 


The entire process of alchemy, this science of love which 


accelerates evolution, is summarized by the phrase "solve et 


coagula" (dissolve and coagulate), which I translate to mean 


"differentiate and integrate". All evolution proceeds through 
differentiation and integration. Let me address the specific 


evolutionary transformations from 12 to 13 in the quadrants 


of Fig. 4, which are essential to the ministry of Kosmic 
liberation. In the cultural quadrant there must be transition 
from a rational-egoic worldview to a centauric worldview, meaning 


à worldview in which body and mind are fully integrated and 


not disassociated as currently the case. In the social quadrant 


the domination of industrial nation-states must give way to 


an eco-centric planetary world order in which noosphere and 


biosphere are integrated. To use Berry's terminology, we need 
"the Ecozoic 


as a culture, society and species to move into 


era", when "humans become integral with the larger context of 


a period. when humans 


our existence here on planet EarthI[,l 
would be present to the planet in a mutually beneficial manner" 


(Great 2-3). Our collective evolution beyond anthropocentrism 


to eco-centrism requires that we as individuals evolve beyond 
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formal operational thinking and develop vision-logic, along 
with the SF3 (corresponding structural function in the brain 
which permits vision-logic to occur), in the individual 


quadrants. “A logic of inclusion, networking, and wide-net 
casting is called for; a logic of nests within nests, each 


attempting to legitimately include all that can be included," 


writes Wilber. "It is a vision-logic[,]. . . a dialectic of 


whole and part" (Integral 2). 


with Wilber's declaration: 


the coming transformation itself, it is being 
as all past transformations have been, in the 
hearts and minds of those individuals who themselves 
evolve to centauric planetary vision. For these 
individuals create a cognitive potential in the form 
of new worldviews (in this case centauric-planetary) 
that in turn feed back into the ongoing mainstream 
of social institutions until the previously 
"marginalized" worldview becomes anchored in 
institutional forms which then catapult a collective 
consciousness to a new and higher release. This 
revolution, as always, will come from the within and 


be embedded in the without (SES 197). 


As for 
built, 


Jung, who used alchemy to explain the psychological process 


of individuation, also affirms that personal transformation 
leads to social transformation: 


A change of attitude of the individual can bring about 
a renewal in the spirit of nations. . The whole futu 
the whole history of the world, ultimately springs as 
a gigantic summation from. . . hidden sources in 
individuals. In our most private and subjective lives 
we are not only the passive witnesses of our age and 
its sufferers, but also its makers. We make our epoch 


(Culbert-Koehn 1). 


I understand the practice of integral alchemy to be a 
ministry which requires individual transformation through the 
ongoing differentiation and integration of opposites in one's 


personal life and which leads to a social sharing of this 


10 


As an integral alchemist T concur 


re, 
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liberating process in one's socio-cultural settings, thus helping 
to transform and liberate our entire Kosmic community. Although 
as a Catholic I consider my practice of integral alchemy to 


be a form of Christian ministry, I recognize integral alchemy 


to be a truly ecumenical ministry. Alchemists come from various 


religious traditions (Taoist, Jewish, Christian, Islamic, et 


ala). The integral alchemist's efforts to create the 


Philosopher's Stone is a universal work that mirrors the work 


of God in creating the Kosmos. The images and formulas of 


alchemy are universal archetypes which, when integrally 


approached, contain enormous power, to help facilitate much needed 


transformations in ourselves and our world, if only we make 


the effort to digest their wisdom. I understand my ministry 


to involve integrally exploring, applying and spreading the 


wisdom contained within the imagery and vocabulary of alchemy, 


thus facilitating integral Kosmic transformation in and for 


ever deepening freedom, creativity and community. 


Testing My Understanding of My Ministry Practice: 


The Personal Context 
My interest in pursuing the alchemical goal of integral 


liberation likely stems from my personal experiences of 
oppression. Being a member of the American underclass, living 
with mental illness, and growing up in the punk Anarchist 


subculture with a strong concern for animal rights are all 


experiences which have made me accutely sensitive to the deep 


need for integral liberation. But I consider receiving Jungian 


therapy for OCD to be primarily responsible for my deep interest 
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in alchemy. Jungian psychology makes use of alchemy to explain 


the individuation process.  Digesting and assimilating the 


alchemical worldview was a turning point in my life and a 


confirmation for my chosen focus upon ecological ministry. 


I cannot state this worldview better than Jung himself: 


God wants to be born in the flame of [a hu]man's 
leaping ever higher. And what if this 
If it is not a house 


but a 


consciousness, 
image has no roots in the earth? 
of stone where the fire of God can dwell, 
wretched straw hut that flares up and vanishes? 
Could God then be born? One must be able to suffer 
God. That is the supreme task for the carrier of 
ideas.  He[/she] must be the advocate of the earth. 
God will take care of him[/herlself. My inner 
principle is: Deus et homo. God needs [the hulman 

in order to become conscious, just as he[/she] needs 
limitation in time and space. Let us therefore be 

for him[/her] limitation in time and space, an earthly 


tabernacle (Edinger, Anatomy 115). 


The religious truth that the human being (ego) is in need of 


God (Self) for salvation is only half of the picture. The 


alchemical truth is that God (Self) need the human being (ego) 


for salvation. As Jung explains, "Existence is only real when 
[unconscious] 


it is conscious to somebody. That is why the 


Creator needs conscious man [and woman]" (Edinger, Transformation 


132). The alchemical worldview has provided me with a working 


model for transforming my dark suffering into shining gold. 
Having personally experienced the transformative power of 
alchemical psychology, I must admit to being very biased in 


my view of the liberating power of alchemy. It is likely that 


my anima complex (problematic psychological relationship to 
the feminine) deepens my interest in alchemy as it is the Great 


Mother, or Empress, who is always behind an anima complex. 


Another turning point which has greatly affected my view 
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of ministry occurred during my LIMEX study of Fowler's Stages 


I realized that all of history passes through similar 


evolutionary stages. My discovery of Wilber's work in integral 


psychology confirmed this insight for me, especially Fig. 4. 


So, if alchemy works to promote the psychological evolution 


of individuals, it should be capable of promoting socio-cultural 
evolution as well. Thus, my bias for an integral approach to 


alchemy arose. Fowler's work also supports my stated 


understanding of the transformative social impact which 


psychologically evolved individuals can have. Fowler writes 


that persons at the stage of Universalizing faith “are 
"contagious' in the sense that they create zones of liberation 


from the social, political, economic and ideological shackles 


we place on human futurity" (200-201). 


Let me now explore some elements of my temperament which 


impact my understanding of an integral approach to alchemy. 


The Enneagram (Figs. 7a, 7b) can provide insight into my interest 


in and capacity for such ministry. Riso and Hudson write: 


Turning evil into good, the dross of our lives into 
pure goid, is the most profound alchemy. Gurdjieff 
claimed that the Enneagram is, in fact, the long-sought 
"philosopher's stone" that catalyzes lead into gold. 


(xviii-xix). 


According to the Enneagram I am a Five (Observer) with a Four 


(Artist) wing. Number Fives in the Enneagram are the intuitive 


thinking types. In general, according to Riso and Hudson, 


average Fives are interested "involvement in research, 


[and] falre fascinated 


Scholarship, and building theories. . . 


by offbeat, esoteric subjects" (173-74). 
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Fig. 8: Customized Astrological Birth Chart for D.E. 
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are able to take things 
where others see nothing 
to synthesize existing 
between phenomena which 
(Riso and Hudson 


At their healthiest, Fives. . 
in whole, perceiving patterns 
but confusion. They are able 
knowledge, making connections 
no one previously knew were related 


180). 
A Five with a Four wing like myself, explain Riso and Hudson, 
"is more synthetic in its thinking, pulling things together 


There is 


and seeking out new ways of looking at things. 


often an attraction to dark, forbidden subject matter" (210-11). 


If one looks at Fig. 7 one can see that there is a gap between 


Four and Five which symbolizes the gap between heart and mind. 


One who can bridge this gap embodies the Arcanum of the Empress, 


who is balanced in heart and mind. Also, the Enneagram teaches 


that the path of integration for Fives (Observers) involves 


becoming more like Eights (Leaders), and so I need to begin 


putting the ideas in my head into action in the outer world. 
The Enneagram therefore affirms for me that I have an inner 


calling, natural affinity and great capacity for the work of 


integral alchemy and am being challenged to take a leadership 


role in this ministry. 


My astrological birth chart contains similar revelations 


(Fig. 8). The key house concerning one's destiny is the fourth, 


the house of one's foundation. In my fourth house is a 


retrograde Neptune in the sign of Scorpio indicating that my 


foundation is investigation into the mysterious inner secrets 


the key planet which rules destiny, 


of the unconscious. Saturn, 


is in Aries and moving from the eighth to ninth house in my 


birth chart. This reveals a destiny of research in subject 


matter related to sexuality and the occult and leading into 
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matters of religion and philosophy. 


Another alchemical method for determining one's temperament 


is to apply occult mathematics to one's birth date to determine 


which Tarot Arcana best symbolize one's personality and soul. 


The occult math of my birth date is as follows: 6/11/1967 = 


1984 = 1+9+B+4 = 22 = 2+2 = 4. The first number 


6+11+1967 = 


one gets that is lower than or equal to 22 is one's personality 
number, and mine is 22, corresponding to the Fool Arcanum (Fig. 
9). The final number one gets is one's soul number, and mine 


is 4, corresponding to the Emperor Arcanum (Fig. 10). Arrien 


explains that “(t]he Fool is the alchemist who . . . unifies 
feelings (water) with energy and vision (fire) to create original 


and innovative ideas (steam[)]" (25). Just as the Enneagram 


tells me as an observer to move toward integration by becoming 
a leader, so the Emperor as my soul symbol tells me that my 


greatest challenge is to manifest my leadership and visionary 


gifts (Arrien 39). I consider it significant that the Emperor 


is the Grail King who sits upon the throne of David (my first 
name) and whose consort is the Empress of sacred science. I 
thus find further confirmation that I called to leadership in 


integral alchemical ministry. Even my initials, DEW, when read 


through the lens of alchemy, refer to alchemical transformation 


For the alchemist, dew is the prima materia, or first substance, 


that is to be transformed into the Philosopher's Stone through 
a process of differentiation and integration (Fig. 11). As 
Cavalli points out, 

The alchemists believed dew comes from the moon. 


Like a mist, it gently showers the earth with grace. 
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Fig. 9: My Personality Symbol 


a 


Fig. 10: My Soul Symbol 


THE FOOL 
(Meditations 589) 
Let no onc deceive himself. Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
If any one among you thinks that he Blessed is he who comes in the name 
is wise in this age, of the Lord. 
let him become a fool (Luke xiii, 35) 
that he may become wise. 

For the wisdom of this world 
is folly before God. 
(1 Corinthians iii. 18-19) 


COMMENCING THE GREAT WORK 

As their labors begin, the two alchemists wring 
dew from Cloths they have stretched across 
posts in a meadow. The most propitious timing 
Jor this process és indicated by the presence of 
the ram and bull in the middle distance. The 
animals probably represent the zodiacal periods 
of Aries and Taurus-fate March to late May. A 
cascade of celestial rays suggests the etheric 
Sorces some alchemists believe are incorporated 
in dew, which they view as an elemental liq- 
uid, formed from ait and found on solid earth. 


Fig. 11 (Constable '72) 
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8éo dé6, deh o a primary verb; 
to bind (in various applications, lit. or 
fig.):— bind, be in bonds, knit, tie, wind. 


Fig. 12 (Strong 21) 
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This grace carries with it a special wisdom called 
aqua sapiente. . . It [dew] relates to the 
dissolving/resolving power of solutio (258-59). 


In the alchemical formula "solve et coagula" dew corresponds 


to "solve". I found my initials also appearing in the Greek 


word for "bind" which I shall later identify as the New Testament 


All this indicates to me 


equivalent of "coagula" (Fig. 12). 


that I am called to and capable of a vocation in integral 


has solidly confirms this for me and 


alchemy. My dream life 


analysis of my dream symbols always leads me deeper into this 


integral alchemical research. 


The Socio-Cultural Context 
“Just as an individual might suffer from various degrees 


of psychic disorder," writes Cavalli, "the same is true of 
marriages, family and even nations. Individuation is therefore 


not restricted to individuals. This aspect of alchemical 


psychology can just as well be applied at a global level" (58). 
While I have a personal anima complex, Western culture and 


society can be diagnosed as having a collective mother complex. 


von Franz blames the "patriarchal element in the Judeo-Christian 


religion" for the emergence of this negative complex, as she 


explains: 
Because matter was no longer included in the divine 
symbol of totality, a compensatory materialism came 
into being, a vengeance, so to speak, of the rejected 
mother archetype. . . The marital harmony between 
father-spirit and mother-matter thus fell apart. 
became a hard dogmatic intellectualism--scholastic 
philosophy--and matter seduced [hulman{s] into a 
concretist, materialistic outlook. 
materialism thus belong together (Psyche 155). 


Spirit 
Rationalism and 


Rationalism and materialism are rampant in America. One could 
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say that we have applied first half of the alchemical formula, 


differentiate, but not the second half, integrate. Psyche and 


matter have been formally divorced in the West since Descartes!’ 


"idiotic clockwork fantasy," as Jung called it, took root 


(vonPranz, Psyche 155). But von Franz sees one great benefit 


from the rise of materialistic rationalism: 


it drove father-spirit and mother-matter so far apart 
that now we can reunite them in a cleaner way. Today 
physicists have seen that when they penetrate into 

the microphysical realm they cannot exclude the mental 
presuppositions of the observer from the experiment. 
They have to return to the attitude of the alchemists 
[that mind affects matter] on a higher level, so to 


speak (Psyche 157-58). 


Bellah makes the same diagnosis, calling the era of modernity 


"a culture of separation and specialization" (277). He says 


that the post-modern era “must be balanced by a renewal of 


commitment and community" (277). Psyche and matter must be 


reunited if our collective mother complex is to be overcome, 


The biosphere and noosphere must become integrated in our 


collective lives. Fortunately, the new sciences of our 


post-modern society are advancing toward such integration, acting 


as the prophetic voice of our culture and promoting an integral 


vision in which psyche and matter are united. Von Franz credits 


Jung's work on synchronicity with laying the groundwork for 


this unification, As she writes, 


When he created the concept of synchronicity, Jung 
laid a foundation which might lead us to see the 
complementary realms of psyche and matter as one 
reality. . . Synchronistic events thus seem to point 
towards a unitary aspect of existence which transcends 
our conscious grasp and which Jung has called the 


unus mundus (Psyche 40). 
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Unus mundus, or one world, is the alchemical term which refers 


to the common underlying source of all psyche and all matter. 


Jung describes it as “the original non-differentiated unity 
The final alchemical 


of the world or of Being" (Mysterium 


stage involves the union of the unified body-soul-spirit with 


this unus mundus (Fig. 13). 


While the central problem of alchemy, the union of psyche 


and matter, is yet to be fully explained, in 1941 Harvard 


scientists discovered the secret of making literal gold. Minute 
traces of gold can be created by bombarding mercury, the most 
H 


important of alchemical substances, with high-velocity neutrons. 


Today science is also tackling the alchemical secret of 


immortality. Nanoscientists working at the atomic level to 


create medical nanorobots capable of curing the disease of aging 


resemble alchemists working with the prima materia to create 


the Philosopher's Stone. The more one studies the current 


Constable's 


sciences, the more alchemical themes one discovers. 


work concludes, "If anything, contemporary science has reinforced 


the old alchemical notion of the microcosm of humankind 


projecting itself out onto the macrocosm of the universe" (136). 


Bellah's socio-cultural insights are worth considering here: 


"our own natural science is 


Toulmin tells us that 
"postmodern" 


no longer 'modern' science. It is a 
Science in which disciplinary boundaries are beginning 
to appear as the historical accidents they are and 

the problems that are necessarily "transdisciplinary" 
are beginning to be addressed. This recognition is 
based on the realization that we cannot, after all, 
finally separate who we are from what we are studying 
If our high culture could begin to talk about 
space and time, in ways that did 
it might be 


nature and history, 
not disaggregate them into fragments, 


possible for us to find connections and analogies with 


PHILOSOPHORVM. 


bieifigeborenbiecbdileBeferinreich/ 


Diemafbernennen fiejbterbocbtar gleich. 

Dievermeret fi tch/gebierebinder ohn sal 

Gein vndselieh ran/ennt obnalicemagl- i 
è 


Here is born the Empress of all honour / 

The philosophers name her their daughter. 
She multiplies / bears children ever again / 
They are incorruptibly pure and without stain. 


Resurrection of the United Eternul Body 


Fig. 13 (Edinger, Mystery 95) 
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the older ways in which human life was made meaningful 
It might lead to a recovery of a genuine 

one that is always self-revising and in 

It might help us to find again 


(283). 


tradition, 
a state of development. 


the coherence we have almost lost 
Jung proposed that alchemy is the genuine self-revising tradition 
that can provide the coherence for our contemporary world. 


True alchemy, the art-science-spirituality of unifying all 
opposites, always remains open to new developments. As von 


Franz notes, alchemists 


have a much humbler attitude than theologians. We 


simply say we should wait and see what God has to 
say about the situation in each case. We make no 
assumptions as to what He[/She] is going to do, so 
each human life becomes a unique spiritual and 


religious adventure, and a unique meeting with God. 


God can set his own limitations. (Alchem 


Integrally approached, alchemy is indeed a self-revising method 


of diagnosing and overcoming individual and socio-cultural 


illnesses and of moving ourselves, cultures and societies into 


the postmodern Ecozoic era. Fig. 14 contains Fox's sociological 
insights on the liberations which are most urgent today among 


persons in the overdeveloped Western world. Anyone who 


undertakes the study of alchemy will quickly realize how useful 


this art-science-spirituality can be in helping to bring about 


these socio-cultural transformations. This survey of the 


socio-cultural context has revealed that in seeking to dominate 


we became dominated by materialism. By losing sight 


our world lost its sense 


matter, 
of the psychic dimensions of matter, 


of coherence. I find much evidence for my claim that integral 


alchemy is a remedy capable of bringing human society into 


balanced relationship with the Kosmos. 
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Fig. 14: Necessary Socio-Cultural Liberations 


Liberation Erom 


Resacralization of All Things 


Secularization of Everything 


Boredom and Passivity Wonder, Creativity 


and Empowerment 
Taking for Granted Thankfulness 


Waste Recycling 


Tiredness Youthfulness 


Complacency Compassion 


Art for Art's Sake Art for Earth's Sake 


Fundamentalist Fear Trust of the Cosmos 


"I Think Therefore I Am" "Creation Begets Therefore 


Philosophy We Are" Philosophy 


Theism Mystical Panentheism 


Overly Institutional Religion Living Mysticism 


Sexism Gender Justice 


Unemployment Good Work 


Anthropocentric and Non- Earth-Centered Economics 


democratic Capitalism 


The Fantasy Dream Life of Authentic Eschatology 


Advertising About Justice 


(Fox 89-114). 
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The Context of the Judeo-Christian Tradition 


Careful study of the life of any great spiritual figure 


from any religious tradition is sure to reveal alchemical 


processes at work. Campbell's work demonstrates that the hero 


journey always involves a departure from society, an initiation 


into mystery, and a return to society (ix). Thus, the hero 


quest is an alchemical transformation beginning with differen- 


tiation and culminating in integration. Western alchemy was 


born from the integration of Jewish and Christian spiritual 
The 


wisdom with Greek philosophy and Egyptian techo-magic. 
scarcely 


Jewish Encyclopedia affirms that "[t]here is . . . 
a single important ancient work upon the science [of alchemy] 


which is not directly related to the Jews, with their traditions 


and their science" (328). Kabbalah, or mystical Judaism, has 


greatly influenced alchemical science. Christian traditions, 


particularly Gnosticism, have also greatly influenced alchemy. 


Alchemical texts are filled with Biblical references and 


quotations. I would like to focus upon the alchemical formula 


"solve et coagula", my ministry motto which summarizes the entire 


alchemical process, in order to determine if there is any 


parallel in Christian Scripture to this specific recipe for 


I think that Mt. 16:18-19, where Christ gives Peter 


evolution. 
the power to loose and bind, and Mt. 18:18 where he gives all 


the apostles this power, actually contain a form of this recipe 


for alchemy. In Mt. 16:18-19 Simon Peter, who has just 


identified Jesus as the Christ and Son of God, is told by Jesus: 


"the Rock," and on 


Let me tell you, you are Peter, 
and the 


this very rock I will build my congregation, 
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gates of Hades will not be able to overpowe it. 

I shall give you the keys of Heaven's domain, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be considered bound 

in heaven, and whatever you release on earth will 
be considered released in heaven (Funk 207). 

One can see so many alchemical motifs in this one quote: loosing 


and binding (differentiating and integrating), the rock 
(Philosopher's Stone), the "as above, so below" worldview so 


central to alchemy. But to avoid reading alchemy into Scripture 


let me explore some historical-critical interpretations of this 


passage, Douglas-Klotz writes, 


Jesus! sayings about heaven and earth indicate that 
not only can the vibrational/visionary life affect 
an individual life, but also -- mysteriously enough 
-- the reverse can happen. Energy that we have bound 


up in our individual existence will also be tied up 
in the visionary realm. When we let go of what we 
have already created in our lives, this space and 

From 


energy will be available for something new. 
an Aramaic perspective, this is the meaning of Jesus? 
saying, "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth will be 


bound in heaven" (22-23). 


The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible states: 
is the divine power to forgive 


In short, "to loose" 
"To bind" is to announce God's judgment 


+ + « [T]he opposite verbs "to loose" and "to bind" 
express together the totality of the power entrusted 
to the apostles. As sometimes in the OT "good and 
bad" means everything (Gen. 24:50), here both verbs 
Should say that the aposties have the power to do 


"everything" (438-39). 


Finally, let us consider Kunkel's insights on this passage: 


The rock which Jesus had in mind was something 
infinitely stronger than any human organization can 
be. It was the fact that Peter, transcending his 
own limitations, had experienced the very principle 
of evolution. . . [HulMankind enters a new phase of 
evolution. The man Jesus achieves this "sonship"; 

he becomes Christ, the Spiritual man, the man of the 
future; and another man, Peter, is able to recognize 
this event. This experience is the boulder on which 
all Christianity is built. But each Christian, if 
he deserves this name, must find this boulder within 
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the rock on which the wise 


him[{/herjself. It is 
(187-88). 


[hu]man builds his{/her] house 
Considering these scholarly insights I feel confident that the 


Christian imperative of loosing and binding does in fact refer 


to a union of opposites, the process of evolution and the 


discovery of the Philosopher's Stone, or Christ-consciousness. 


The only other place in the New Testament I can locate forms 


of the words “bind" an "loose" in close proximity is Jn. 11:44, 


where Jesus performs his greatest miracle and orders that the 
bound Lazarus, who has been raised from the dead, now be loosed. 


Once again we see these words involved with a great mystery 


of evolution. There are many other important examples of binding 


and loosing throughout the New Testament, though these exact 


words are not always used. After Jesus calls his first disciples 


Matthew's Gospel describes their action as a separation and 


a joining: "At once they left their nets and followed him" 
in Mark's Gospel when Jesus 


(4:20). I see a "solve et coagula" 


appoints his apostles so "that they might be with him [et], 
and that he might send them out to preach [coagula] and to have 


authority to drive out demons [solve}" (3:14-15). In 2 Pet. 


11-13 it is prophesized that the heavens, the earth and the 


elements themselves will all be "dissolved", Then the author 


tells the reader to "look for a new heavens and a new earth" 


to take form or coagulate, 


I believe that Christian Scripture endorses the integral 


approach and that Christianity is a religion of integral 


transformation. One of Jesus! greatest prayers, "[t]hat they 


all may be one," expresses the hope that all opposites may become 
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fully integrated into divine unity (Jn. 17:21). Jesus clearly 
telling his 


commissions his followers to an integral ministry, 


apostles, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation" (Mk. 16:15). St. Paul prays that Christians may 
experience integral conversion on all levels of being: “May 


your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless" (1 Thes. 


5:23). Christianity, as I understand it and as the above 


passages should make clear, is all about integral liberation. 
Many Catholics in history have studied alchemy, of which 


I name but a few. Br. Elias, St. Francis' successor, and Roger 


Bacon pursued alchemical research within the Franciscan Order. 


Among the Dominicans, Albertus Magnus and Thomas Aquinas made 


great contributions to alchemy. While some sources claim Aquinas 


opposed alchemy, von Franz's meticulous research indicates he 


an alchemical 


is the true author of Auroura Consurgens, 


masterpiece. Meister Eckhart can also be considered a true 


alchemist because his spirituality centers on the process by 


which the human soul gives birth to God. "God is born from 


which is a thoroughly alchemical 


the soul," according to Eckhart, 


idea (Jung, Aion 206). It is significant to me that contemporary 


creation spirituality and analytical psychology both consider 


Eckhart's wisdom to be foundational. Among the Catholic 


alchemists of the 20th century the greatest perhaps were the 
layman Valentin Tomberg and the Jesuit Tielhard de Chardin. 
While Tielhard de Chardin would not have called himself an 
nee, he nonetheless pursued the alchemical quest, seeking 


to integrate science and faith and affirming that the evolution 
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of life must from now on be consciously willed by human beings. 
Tielhard called his vision of the Philosopher's Stone the Omega 


point, which is the telos or end goal towards which everything 
is being drawn through the evolutionary process. Considering 


this context, I understand integral alchemy to be strongly rooted 


in the Judeo~Christian tradition in general and magnificently 
expressed within Catholic tradition in particular. 
The Institutional Context of the Catholic Church 

The Church declared alchemy to be a diabolical art in 1307 


(Durant 996). Although alchemy was formally condemned by the 


institutional Church, its practice among Catholics continued 


many of the actual church 


and still continues. Interestingly, 


buildings in our institutional Catholic Church contain the great 


secrets of alchemical science in their very structure. Those 


familiar with the Great Work will find countless alchemical 


symbols and themes in the architectural and artistic designs 


of our Church's greatest cathedrals and basillicas. As for 


the integral scientific approach, it would have been condemned 
In 1907 


by the Church in earlier times, but no longer. 


modernism, a movement incorporating modern experience and the 


historical-critical method into Catholicism, was condemned by 


Pius X. But since Vatican II the Church has taken a different 
Sanks, 


attitude towards the contemporary world and its sciences. 


quoting from Vatican II's Pastoral Constitution of the Church, 


notes that this document "positively affirms 


and is open to 'the dimensions of human culture opened up by 


advances in the historical, social, and psychological sciences.' 
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. < is abandoned" (130). 


The siege mentality [in the Church]. 


The integral scientific approach would now seem to be safe from 


The Catechism of the Catholic 


Church condemnation. In fact, 


Church (CCC) states, "Science and technology are precious 


resources when placed at the service of man [and woman] and 


promote his [and her] integral development for the benefit of 


ali" (552). When one fully appreciates that analytical 


psychology as developed by Jung relies upon alchemy to explain 


the individuation process, alchemy must now be considered beyond 


condemnation by the post-Vatican II Church. Every Jungian will 


admit to being an alchemist and there are many Catholic thinkers 
today who are making use of Jung's psychology. Unfortunately 
some persons have been forced out of the Church because of 


allegedly heretical views that I understand to be related to 


some of whose 


alchemy. Suffering a similar fate as Eckhart, 


ideas were formally condemned by the Church after his death, 


Matthew Fox, the post-modern prophet who builds his creation 


Spirituality upon Eckhart's shoulders, has also been condemned 


by and forced out of the Church. For some reason however there 


are other Catholics, such as Richard Rohr, who have been able 


to teach about alchemical topics, such as the quest for the 


Holy Grail and the Enneagram, without receiving any such formal 


condemnation. And as for the LIMEX program I participate in, 


which is an educational institution within the larger institution 
of the Church, this program unmistakably advocates integral 


transformation. My classmates all agree that each and every 


LIMEX course in general has presented an integral and 
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transforming vision. And Course Nine on the institutional 


context of ministry in particular sought to form us into skilled 


change agents within institutions who are capable of promoting 


Such integral vision. Lawyer and Lawyer write, 
Wherever people can be lifted to a more inclusive 


worldview, more systemic visionsí,] a step has been 
taken to alter the way our world is governed. 


Actually, the concrete activities involved in this 
course are intended to be a step in the direction 


of changing worldviews (216-17). 


Turning to consideration of my ministry praxis of "solve 


et coagula", CCC does not consider "loosing and binding" to 


involve alchemy in any way, as I have come to believe. It 


. « Reconciliation 


states, "phe words bind and loose mean:. 


with the Church is inseparable from reconciliation with God" 
Neither would I expect to find any official Church 


(363). 


endorsement for, or even tolerance for, the core alchemical 


idea that God evolves, even though physical evolution is now 


considered an acceptable theory within the Church. But the 


core alchemical theme of the hierosgamos, or sacred marriage 


of opposites, has been embraced by the institutional Church, 


which considers itself to be the bride of Christ. Alchemy 


symbolizes the hierosgamos as the marriage of sun and moon and 
teaches that it is during the phase of the new moon that the 


this sacred union of opposites occurs and moon and sun become 


fully united (Fig. 15). The Church in its medieval symbolism 


identified itself as the moon-bride and Christ as the sun- 


bridegroom. In reading von Franz I learned that "the conjunctio 


of the sun and moon is interpreted as the meeting of Christ 


and the redeemed Church. But not one of the [Church] writers 
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Fig. 15: `. Themoon in the shadow of the earth. “The coniunctio takes place in 
the new moon, in the underworld....In the deepest depression, in the 
deepest desolation, the new personality is born."'—von Franz. 


(Von Franz, Alchemy 163) 


Figure 16 
Extraction of Mercurius and Coronation of the Virgin. Lower Level: Mercurius 
(Represented as a Monstrosity) Being Extracted from the Prima Materia. Up- 
per Level: Assumption and Coronation of the Virgin, Transforming the Trinity 
‘nto a Quaternity (Speculum trinitatis from Reusner, Pandora, 1588, Reprinted 
in Jung, Psychology and Alchemy.) 


(Edinger. Anatomv 124) 
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has pointed out the fact that when they united the moon was 


gone, or darkened, blotted out completely" (Alchemy 162). Not 


Surprisingly John of the Cross also taught that the union of 
soul with Christ can only occur during the dark night of the 


soul. In reading Jung I also came upon the untaught tradition 


that the Church must suffer the same fate as Jesus himself and 
will therefore die before rising in new and glorified form. 
Jung called this new form the era of individuation or era of 
continuing incarnation to emphasize that the Holy Spirit would 
now be indwelling in empirical individuals as opposed to being 
contained within the confines of the institutional Church, thus 


linking himself with the Holy Ghost Movement which can be traced 


back to Joachim of Flora (1145-1202). Considering all of this, 


it is understandable why those in control of the institutional 


Church might fear and condemn alchemy, for it prophetizes the 


death of the Church as an institution and its rebirth as 


Christ-birthing individuals integrated in Kosmic community. 
This brings us to the topic of the Assumption and Coronation 


of Mary, Mother of the Church, proclaimed a Catholic dogma by 
the pope in 1950. "[V]ery often at the end of a patriarchal 
civilization," von Franz notices, "there comes an enantio- 
dromia--the power is handed over to a feminine figure" (Alchemy 


65). Jung considered the proclamation of the dogma of the 


Assumption to be the beginning of a new evolutionary era. The 


new alchemical age begins with the transformation of the 


God-image from Trinity to Quaternity, which Mary's Assumption 


symbolizes (Fig. 16). The dogma of the Assumption of the Mother 
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Mary into heaven is, from a Jungian perspective, our collective 
psyche's affirmation of the union of matter and spirit. rt 


ushers the universe into a new era of evolution marked by the 


continuing incarnation of God and a Christification of many. 


Jung explains, 


It is psychologically significant for our day that 

in the year 1950 the heavenly bride was united with 
the bridegroom. . . The nuptial union in the thalamus 
(bridal-chamber) signifies the hieros gamos [sacred 
marriagel, and this in turn is the first step towards 
towards the birth of the saviour who, 
was thought of as the filius solis 
the filius 


incarnation, 


since antiquity, 
et lunae [son of the sun and moon], 
sapientiae [son of wisdom], and the equivalent of 


Christ [and the Philosopher's Stone]. When, therefore, 
a longing for the exaltation of the Mother of God 
passes through the people, this tendency, if thought 
to its logical conclusion, means the desire for the 
birth of a saviour, a peacemaker, a "mediator pacem 
faciens inter inimicos [mediator creating 
peace/integration between enemies/opposites]." 
Although he is laready born in the pleroma, his birth 
in time can only be accomplished by man [and woman]. 


(Portable 641). 


This dogma of Mother Mary's Assumption into Heaven. affirms that 
matter and spirit are united, not divided as in materialist 

worldviews and dualistic scientific models. Acknowledging and 
respecting the spiritual dimension of matter is essential if 
we are to move into the Ecozoic era, I understand the dogma 


of Mary's Assumption to be a call for integral alchemists to 
meet the challenges of our times and initiate the unification 


of opposites which will result in the Christification of many. 


The Ecological Context 
Haeckel coined the term ecology in 1866 by combining the 


(oikos) and study/order (logos). 


Greek words for house/home 


He defined ecology as "the study of the interdependence and 
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interaction of living organisms (animals and plants) and their 


(Boff 9). In studying the 


environment (inanimate) matter)" 


order of our home planet, Berry asserts that five major 


components in the functioning of the Earth can be identified: 


"the geosphere, the hydrosphere, the atmosphere, the biosphere, 
and the noosphere" (Dream 19). According to Fig. 1's 


representation of the levels in the Great Nest of Being, the 


geosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere compose the physiosphere. 


But as Fig. 1 indicates, there are levels which extend beyond 


the noosphere, namely realms of soul and spirit. The new 


scientific discipline known as ecopsychology recognizes these 
further realms of Being and extends the scope of ecology beyond 


the physiosphere, biosphere and noosphere to include the deeper 


psychic dimensions of the Kosmos long recognized by alchemists. 


Pioneering ecopsychologist Roszak writes: 


Ecopsychology holds that. . . the psyche is rooted 
inside a greater intelligence once known as the anima 


mundi, the psyche of the Earth herself that has been 
nurturing life in the cosmos for billions of years 
through its drama of heightening complexification 


(16). 
Scientific study of this complexification reveals that the recipe 


for evolution is the recipe for alchemy: differentiate and 


integrate. Jantch explains, 


The evolution of the universe is the history of an 
unfolding of differentiated order or complexity 

+ + + Evolution acts in the sense of simultaneous 
and interdependent structuration of the macro- and 
micro-world. Complexity thus emerges from the 
interpenetration of processes of differentiation and 


integration (Wilber, SES 67), 


We can now see that the entire evolutionary unfolding of the 


universe from matter to body to mind to soul to spirit proceeds 
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through the alchemical process of differentiation and 


integration. 


According to alchemy it is necessary for human consciousness 


to cooperate with and in a way manipulate nature so as to 
accelerate the evolutionary process and create the Philosopher's 


Stone, Some ecologists have also recognized and stressed the 


force of human consciousness in directing the future course 


of evolution. "Tielhard de Chardin," notes Berry, "saw quite 


clearly that we must consciously will the further stages of 


evolutionary process" (Great 173). In speaking of the emergence 


of the noosphere from the biosphere, Tielhard writes, 


of reflection, we have 
new field of evolution. . 


idea of the possible magni- 
We are confronted 


Since the threshold 
entered an entirely 
[W]e have as yet no 


tude of 'noosphereic' effects. 
with human vibrations resounding by the million--a 


whole layer of consciousness exerting simultaneous 
(285-86). 


pressure upon the future. . . . 


Building upon Tielhard's work, Berry also asserts that from 


henceforth evolution on Earth must be consciously willed by 


human consciousness. Berry explains, 


The earth that directed itself instinctively in its 
former phases [of evolution] seems now to be entering 

a new phase of conscious decision through its human 
This is the ultimate daring venture for 
the earth, this confiding its destiny to human 
decision, the bestowal upon the human community of 

the power of life and death over its basic life systems 


expression. 


(Dream 19). 


The Earth herself calls upon humans to become true alchemists 
capable of consciously, courageously leading the whole Earth 


community into a new and accelerated phase of evolution that 


a time in which freedom, creativity 


he calls the Ecozoic era, 
and communion will flourish within all bioregions. As Berry 
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prophetically declares, "[T]he time has come when we must in 


some sense guide and energize the [evolutionary] process 


ourselves" (Great 173). In other words, we must become 


alchemists integrally practicing the science of love. 


Berry's work not only affirms for me the pressing need 


for integral alchemical ministry. It also points to specific 


methods of alchemical transformation which can deeply transform 
human consciousness and enable it to take upon the Great Work. 


He considers human meditation upon specific archetypes essential 


for the Earth's survival. In his book, The Great Work, the 


title of which is itself an ancient code name for alchemy, Berry 


advises contemplation of four archetypal symbols. 


These four symbols--the Journey, the Great Mother, 


the Cosmic Tree, and the Death-Rebirth 
symbol--experienced now in a time-developmental rather 


than a spatial mode of consciousness, constitute a 
psychic resource of enormous import for establishing 
ourselves as a viable species in a viable life system 


on planet Earth (70). 


These four archetypal symbols play a prominent role in alchemy. 


In researching this paper I discovered Fig. 17 in which the 


all four of these symbols can be discerned in one alchemical 


as they can also be in Fig. 13. 


image, 

From surveying the ecological context I find further 
confirmation of my understanding that the transformation of 
individual human consciousness is essential for Kosmic evolution. 
"[Alny recovery of the natural world in its full splendor will 
require not only a new economic system but a conversion 


experience deep in the psychic structure of the human," notes 


Berry (Great 60). TI believe that this psychic conversion in 
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The Wisdom as virgin and tree of life. 


y 188) 


(Von Franz, Alchem 


Fig. 17: 
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the consciousness of individual human beings must in fact precede 


any social transformations. Wilber's work asserts that 
healing impulse comes from championing 


the [ecological] 
[Quadrant]) but mutual 


not function fit (Lower Right 
understanding (Lower Left [Quadrant]) and interior 
qualitative distinctions (Upper Left [Quadrant]). 
Anything short of that, no matter what the motives, 
perpetuate the [ecological] fracture (SES 148). 


Boff's work also attempts to provide a method of facilitating 


ecological healing, focusing on the transformation of human 
ethics, Smith describes Boff's ethic "one of sufficiency, 
Here we find terminological 


synchronicity, and synergy" (59). 


straight out of Jung's alchemical work being applied to 


Smith continues 


ecorethics (namely synchronicity and synergy). 


her commentary on Boff's eco-centric ethic: 


It is an ethic of sufficiency in the sense that access 
to what suffices to sustain existence is seen as the 
moral due of all beings. It is an ethic of 
synchronicity in the sense that the coincidence of 
contemporary cosmological theories, the Gaia 
hypothesis, and the retrieval of panentheistic 
spiritual traditions are seen as meaningful--perhaps 


providential--calls to attention in an era which finds 
It is an ethic 


itself wanting an ecological vision. 


of synergy in the sense that the interrelatedness 
systems, and societies 


and interactions of species, 
Boff 


are seen as foundational to well-being. ` 
interprets the divine mandate to the human as the 
imparting of a co-creative role in cosmic and 


terrestrial processes (59-60). 


Anyone with ecological sensitivity can hear nature pleading 


for liberation. In the Book of Joel it is written, "How the 


beasts groan!. . . Even the wild beasts cry to thee [Lord] 


because the water brooks are dried up and fire has devoured 


the pastures of the wilderness" (1:18,20). St. Paul also heard 


nature's oppressed cries: 


We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
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and not only creation, but we 
fruits of the Spirit, 
adoption as sons [and 

our bodies (Rom. 8:22-23). 


travail until now, 
ourselves, who have the first 
groan inwardly as we wait for 
daughters], the redemption of 


I too can hear nature groaning for the birth of a new era when 


all creatures will be recognized and respected as children of 


God. 1 hear it as my own groaning and as a pleading for integral 


Nature has revealed to us the very 


alchemical transformation, 


process of alchemy, the ongoing differentiation and integration 


of opposites which advances evolution. It is now up to conscious 


humanity to carry this process though to its final completion 


and fruition so that the Philosopher's Stone may come to shine 


its eternal golden light throughout every whole and part of 


the holonic Kosmos. As Jung has declared, "Everything now 


depends on man [and woman]" (Edinger, Transformation 134). 


Deciding: Implications of My Analysis 


This reflection process has deepened my commitment to and 
understanding of integral alchemical ministry. The mystery 


of the quaternity has thoroughly captured my imagination. I 


now see the evangelization of God as Sacred Quaternity and the 


promotion of mystery, as well as freedom, creativity, and 


community, as central to my ministry. Abram's research indicates 


that "in traditional societies magicians function as ecologists" 


(Roszak 301). It is my aim to integrate magic and mystery back 


into ecology and throughout all of human culture and society. 
My integral alchemical ministry seeks to remystify the Church 


and the Kosmos and to do so will make even greater use of 


alchemical symbols. As Rohr states, paraphrasing Jung: 
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"Transformation happens only in the presence of imaqes" (42). 


Like Rohr I am convinced that "[t]he problem is, we are a people 


(20). I know that alchemy can provide 


with no symbolic universe" 
Sur world with a universe of living symbols through which needed 


transformations can occur. I have also come to acknowledge 


alchemy's many animal symbols as all-important to my ecological 


"when religion stops talking about 


ministry, for as Jung warned, 


animals, it will be all downhill" (Rohr 60). “his reflection 


Process has amplified my understanding of integral alchemy and 


led me to create a symbol (Fig. A) and a poem ("Solve et 


coagula") to guide and inspire my ministry, both found in the 


Appendix. 


The "rub" or present tension in my integral alchemical 


ministry is finding a community to provide material and spiritual 


support for my work. Finding employment in the institutional 


Church could be difficult because my alchemical ideas are 
I have no certainty of how or if I will 
but 


threatening to many. 


earn be able to earn a living as an integral alchemist, 
I will proceed with this ministry none the less. Perhaps I 


will be able to find employment as a political activist or 
artist/musician. Perhaps I will be able to find a publisher 


for my writings. As an independent scientist free from 


institutional role restraints I am at liberty to follow anywhere 
my research leads, but my understanding of integral alchemy, 


as well as my human desires, require that I seek solidarity 


with others in my work. I plan to research intentional 


communities of various kinds to discern if I am called to pursue 
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my ministry from within an established community. Wherever 


I end up after graduation I will seek community with others 


engaged in the Great Work of personal and social transformation. 


Several areas require more critical reflection on my part. 


For instance,. von Franz writes: 


It is a fact that in the alchemical process not 
everything has to be integrated; there is something 


called either the damned earth, terra damnata, or 


res extraneae, exterior or outer things, which just 


have to be cast out and not integrated. . 
It is a fact that not everything belongs. Like all 
‚psychological truths, it all belongs in one way and 
not at all in another. What are those outer things 
which have to be thrown away? . . Individuation 

+ + « means separation, differentiation, the 


recognition of what is yours and what is not 
256). 


(Alchemy 


"As above, so below" is a core alchemical truth, so if some 


things must be rejected from one's personality, this would mean 


that some things must be rejected from our Kosmic community. 


Yet, in speaking of the hero quest Rohr affirms categorically 


that "[t]he aim is to experience the fact that everything 


belongs--the good, the bad, the ugly" (19). I plan to ponder 
I also plan to delve deeper 


this seeming paradox in more depth. 


into Jung and Wilber's complete works. The boundaries between 


inner psyche and outer matter are not as clear-cut as Wilber's 


four quadrant diagram suggests. Understanding their ultimate 


source of union in the unus mundus is the key to unlocking the 


secrets of alchemy. I am also excited about clearly spelling 
out the socio-political implications of my alchemical, ecological 


and psychological research. For example, as Gomes and Kanner 


point out, ecology's focus upon bioregionalism has very 


subversive political implications. 


LA 
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Bioregionalism involves breaking down existing 
structures and respecting nature's own creative 
contours. . . On all levels, bioregionalism has 
challenged centralized, top-down, linear approaches 
to life, and has reclaimed the concept of anarchy. 
In the words of bioregionalist Jim Dodge, “Anarchy 
does not mean out of control; it means out of their 
control" (Roszak 120-21). 


Considering all the evidence of contemporary science, von Franz 


argues that "we have to return--as Werner Heisenberg urged--to 
a kind of revived Pythagoreanism" (Psyche 15). i am anxious 


to help bring about the wedding of anarchist-vegetarian politics 


with the remystified human sciences. Anarchy, ecology, peace 


and alchemy are all intimated related and I need to articulate 


these connections. I am also eager to spell out in story form 
the symbolic meaning of the astrological ages because it is 


the very theme of this paper. Briefly, the age of Pisces, the 


two fishes, was a Christian era involving the ethical 


differentiation of good and evil. In the dawning age of Aquarius 


the Son of.Man comes to integrate opposites, bearing the 


alchemical vessel in which integration takes place and from 


which flows the water of life (Fig. 18). The Aquarian Age 


eventually leads the Earth community into the age of Capricorn, 


the Sea-Goat, who represents the perfection of matter and the 


Kosmic span of consciousness from deepest sea to highest 


mountain. 


Most importantly, I feel called to create an integral 


alchemical toolkit for my ministry praxis. In the Appendix 
I begin this endeavor by providing some insights which arose 


directly out of this Synthesis-Praxis reflection process. I 


have created meditations which synthesize Berry's insights 
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i nr SSSR SZ NW 
| AQUARI Ce SAPISCIS AUSTRALIS! 
ZC MY (the Southern Fish) ; 


(the Water Beorcr) S 


(Bullinger 85) 


Fig. 18: Aquarius the Water-Bearer 
And he (Jesus) sent two of his disciples, and said to them, 


"Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet 
(Mk. 14:13). 


you; follow him" 
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concerning four eco-healing archetypes with Wilber's four 


quadrant model. Basic principles to accelerate evolution in 


each quadrant and significant correlations and symbols are also 


included in my Appendix toolkit, along with an ancient alchemical 


Christian ritual that my research uncovered and which T look 


forward to practicing in community one day. 


here is my decision. I dare to become that 


In summary, 
which I know I AM: a centauric-prophet and androgynous-alchemist 
following Christ-Aquarius. T AM willing the emergence of Earth's 
Ecozoic era and God's aeon of continuing incarnation. I AM 
et coagula. May the 


honoring the secret of the Stone: solve 


creativity of the Kosmos 


freedom of the Kosmos increase. May the 


expand; may the community of the Kosmos deepen; may the mystery 


of the Kosmos abound; may evolution accelerate throughout all 


levels and all quadrants of the Kosmos. So may this be, in 


the name of the Creator, the Redeemer, the Sanctifier and the 


Mediatrix. Amen. 
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APPENDIX: 


A Toolkit for Integral Alchemical Ministry 


^ x 
cultural social 
(worldspace) (system) 
Z ` 
E N 
Z : ` 


A `< 


Fig. A: My Symbol for Integral Alchemical Ministry 
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Solve et Coagula: A_Poetic Amplification 


Solve et Coagula 
Separatio et Conjunctio 

Homo et Kosmos 

Deus et Homo 

From the Kosmos Comes the Human 

From the Human Comes the God 

Follow this Process, Though It Seems Odd 
Dissolve and Coagulate 

Differentiate and Integrate 


Separate, and Join on a Higher Level 


Loose and Bind 
Unbind and Bond 

Break Open and Seal 

Shatter and Make Whole 

Heal and Prophetize 

Forgive and Announce Judgement 

Cast Out Demons and Proclaim the Gospel 
Show Reverence and Do Justice 

Leave your Nets and Follow Christ 

Deny your Self and Take up your Cross 
Transcend and Include 

Liberate and Found Solidarity 

Die and Rise 

Decay and Generate 

Depart and Return 

Withdraw and Commune 

Dismember. and Remember 

Divide and Unite 

Exile and Reconcile 

Exit Egypt and Enter the Promised Land 
Destroy to Create 

The Acceleration of Evolution 

Volitize Matter and Fixate Spirit 
Connect Spirit's Upward Drive with Matter's Encumbering Embrace 
Experience Baptism and Eucharist 
Involution and Evolution 
Self-dissolution, Self-transcendence 
Thanatos and Eros 

Kenosis and Plerosis 

Katabasis and Hierosgamos 

Tsimtsum and Creation 

Incarnation and Passion 

Death and Resurrection 

Ascension and Pentecost 

Annunciation and Assumption 
Individuation and Continuing Incarnation 
Heaven and Earth Shall Pass Away, 

The Holy City of Peace from New Heaven to New Earth Will Descend 
Go Under, Rise Stronger 

Undergo and Overcome 

Do Everything 

Burning with Divine Love 
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THE INCARNATION CYCLE 
Pentecost 13 ~a 


Redrawn from an original manuscript daced 1577. 


THE LEAVES OF HERMES’ SACRED TREE. 
In his Key to Alchemy, Samuel Norton divides into four- 
teen parts the processes orstates through which the alchemi- 
cal substances pass from the time they are first placed in 
the test tube until ready as medicines for plants, minerals, 


or men! 
z. Solution, the act of passing from a gaseous or solid con- 


Arrest and Trial 8 


Fig. C (Edinger, 


Samuel 
Norton's 
Stages of 


Projection 


1 Annunciation 


7 
Gethsemone 


Resurrection 
and Ascension !2 2 Nativity 
Lamentation and H 1 Flight ínto 
Entombment Egypt 

Crucifixion 10 4 
Assumption ond 4 Beptism 
Coronation of Mary 
Flageliation Triumphal 
and Mocking Entry 


6 Last Supper 


Christian 17) 


Edward 
Edinger's 
Stages of 
the Christian 


dition into one of liqui — . i M 
. Filtration, the mechanica ati a liqui y 
the undissolved particles susp Se ed in i ek a gtd from Alchemy: # Myth 
3. Evaporation, the changing or converting from aliquid Ee 
or soli state into a vaporous state with the aid of heat. - Solution 1 5 F 
. Distillation, an operation by which a volatile liquid may Annunciation 
£. separated from substances which it holds in solution. š 
«Sel ion, th ation of disuniti: d. i ; i Sen 
5. Separation e oper. of disuniting or decomposing Filtration 2 The Nativity 
6. Rectification, the process of refining or purifying any 
substance by repeated distillation, Ev : 4 A 
.7. Calcinacion, the conversion into a powder or calx by the 8poration 3 Flight into Egypt 
action of heat; expulsion of the volatile substance from a . 
matter, Di il 1 š y 
8. Commixtion, the blending of different ingredients into stillation 4 Christ's Baptism 
one compound pen: k he " 
9. Purification (through putrefaction), disintegration Separati i 
spontaneous decomposition; decay by artificial means, P men 5 Triumphal Entry 
20, Inhibition, the process of holding back or restraining. 
11, Fermentation, the conversion of organic substances into Rectification 6 Last Supper 
new compounds in the presence of a ferment, 
22, Fixation, the act or process of ceasing to be a fluid and N F 
becoming firm; state of being fixed. Calcination 7 Gethsemene 
13. Multiplication, the act or process of multiplying or in- 
creasing in number; the state of being multiplied. n h 
14. Projection, the process of transmuting the base metals Commixtion 8 Arrest and Trial 
inte gold. 
Putrification 9 Flagellation 
Fig. B (Hall 153) & Mocking 
Inhibition 10 Crucifixion 
Fermentation 11 Lamentation 
& Entombment 
Fixation 12 Resurrection 
& Ascension 
Multiplication 13 Pentecost 
14 Mary's 


Assumption 


Fabulous monster 
containing the masa con. 
fusa, from which rises the 
pelican, (symbol of. Christ 
and the /apib).—Herma- 
bhraditisches Sonn. und 

Mondskind (1752) 


Tue SABBATIC Goar 


Fige By for p» 541 
(Levi 186) 
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Nhe prism materia as the duran, 
avis Hermetis). Hermes Bird," 


being lertilired By ie: Poly Gl 
Theatrum chemicum Britannicum IO 


Fig. G, for pp. 53-54 


Res. tee. Dopmmg, funr In IUIS. 10 cape 

Alb mr (fat otm ir (nata e n 
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S Z ° fnnt 
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The Dead (day and Night): ssmbeticoal re; 
eu zodiac and man "res Riches Heure: 


15:5 cent) 


presentation of ihe torresponience 


> du duc de Berry" (MS. Chantilly, 


bewe 


Fig. F, for p. 52 
(Jung, Psychology 303) 
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To nurture individual consciousness, affirm the primary 
alchemical directive. Jung explains this directive: 


[The hulman's task is. . . to become conscious of 
the contents that press upward from the unconscious. 
Neither should he[/she] persist in his[/her] 
unconsciousness, nor remain identical with the 
unconscious elements of his[/her] being, thus evading 
his[/her] destiny, which is to create more and more 
consciousness. As far as we can discern, the sole 
purpose of human existence is to kindle a light in 
the darkness of mere being. It may even be assumed 
that just as the unconscious affects us, so the 
increase in our consciousness affects the unconscious 


The [new myth of our time] must take monotheism 
. only thus 


Seriously and put aside its dualism, 
can the One God be granted the wholeness and the 
synthesis of opposites which should be His[/Hers]. 
It is a fact that symbols, by their very nature, can 

so unite the opposites that these no longer diverge: 

or clash, but mutually supplement one another and 

give meaningful shape to life. Once that has been 
experienced. . . the myth of the necessary incarnation 
of God--the essence of the Christian message--can 

then be understood as [the hu]man's creative 
confrontation with the opposites and their synthesis 

in the self, the wholeness of his[/her] personality 
That is the meaning of divine service, of service 
can render to God, that light may 
that the Creator may become 


which [hulmanlity] 
emerge from the darkness, 
conscious of His[/Her] creation, and [the hulman 


conscious of himself[/herself]. That is the goal, 

or one goal, which fits [the huj]man meaningfully into 
the scheme of creation, and at the same time confers 
meaning upon it. . . I do not imagine that in my 
reflections on the meaning of [the hu]man [being] 

and his[/her] myth I have uttered a final truth 

+ + + We do not know how far the process of coming 
to.consciousness can extend, or where it will lead 

+ + + [Wlith God as a complexio oppositorum, all things 


are possible (Memories 326, 338, 340, 341). 
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To nurture integral-centauric culture, apply Wilber's five 
principles of cultural evolution in the collective/interior 


quadrant: 

"1. The dialectic of progress. . . Precisely because 
evolution in all domains (human and otherwise) operates by a 
process of differentiation and integration, then each new and 
more complex level necessarily faces problems not present in 
its predecessors. . . And the more stages of evolution there 
are--the greater the depth of the Kosmos--the more things that 
can go wrong. . . 

2. The distinction between differentiation and dissociation 
*- - + One of the most prevalent forms of evolutionary pathology 


occurs when differentiation goes too far into dissociation 

* + . It is one thing to differentiate culture and nature, quite 

another to dissociate them. Differentiation is the prelude 

to integration; dissociation is the prelude to disaster. 
3. The difference between transcendence and repression 

+ + + Each stage [of evolution] includes its predecessors, then 

adds its own defining and emergent qualities: it transcends 

and includes. But for just that reason, with pathology, the 

senior dimension doesn't transcend and include; it transcends 


denies, distorts, disrupts. Each new and higher 
transcend and include, befriend, 


deny, alienate, 


and represses, 
Stage has exactly this choice: 
integrate, honor; or transcend and repress, 


oppress. .°. 
4. The difference between natural hierarchy and pathological 
hierarchy. . . Each and every thing in the Kosmos is a whole/ 
part, a holon, existing in a nested hierarchy or holarchy, an 
order of increasing wholeness and holisn. But that which . 
transcends can repress. And thus normal and natural hierarchies 
can degenerate into pathological hierarchies, into dominator 
- Power replaces communion; domination replaces 


hierarchies. . 
communication; oppression replaces reciprocity. 


5. Higher structures can be hijacked by lower impulses 
- + + The problem is that the advanced technologies of 
rationalism, when hijacked by tribalism and its ethnocentric 
can be devastating" (Integral 150-52). 


drives, 
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To nurture planetary ecozoic society, apply Berry's twelve 
principles of a functional cosmology in the collective/exterior 


Swimme lists Berry's twelve principles as follows: 
and the planet earth 


constitute 
that ultimate 


quadrant. 
ir "The universe, the solar system, 


in themselves and in their evolutionary emergence 

for the human community the primary revelation of 

mystery whence all things emerge into being" (1). 
2: "The universe is a unity, an interacting 

related community of beings bound together in an inseparable 

relationship in space and time. The unity of the planet earth 

is especially clear; each being is profoundly implicated in 

the existence and functioning of every other being of the planet" 


and genetically 


(5). 
3: "From its beginning the universe is a psychic as well 
as a physical reality" (9). 
4: "The three basic laws of the universe at all levels 


of reality are differentiation, subjectivity, and communion. 
These laws identify the reality of the universe, the values 

of the universe, and the directions in which the universe is! 
proceeding" (12). ! 

5: "The universe has a violent as well as a harmonious 
aspect, but it is consistently creative in the larger arc of 
its development" (16). 

6: "The earth, within the solar system, is a self-emergent, 
self-propagating, self-nourishing, self-educating, 
self-governing, self-healing, self-fulfilling community. 
particular life forms must integrate their functioning with 
this larger complex of mutually dependent earth systems" (20). 

7: "Genetic coding is the process through which the world 
of the living articulates itself, its being, and its activities. 
The great wonder is the creative interaction of the multiple 


codings among themselves" (25). 
"The human is that being in whom the universe activates, 


All 


8: 
reflects upon, and celebrates itself in conscious self-awareness" 
(31). 

9: "At the human level, genetic coding mandates a further 


transgenetic cultural coding, by which specific human qualities 
find expression. Cultural coding is carried on by educational 


processes" (35). 

10: "The emergent process of the universe is irreversible 
and non-repeatable in the existing world order. The movement 
from non-life to life on the planet earth is a one-time event. 
the movement from life to the human form of 
consciousness. So also the transition from the earlier to the 


later forms of human culture" (39). 
11: "The historical sequence of cultural periods can be 


identified as the tribal-shamanistic period, the 
neolithic-village period, the classical civilizational period, 
the scientific-technological period, and the emerging Ecozoic 


era" (44). 
12% "The main task of the immediate future is to assist 


in activating the inter-communion of all living and non-living 
components of the earth community in what can be considered 
the emerging Ecozoic era of earth development" (49). 


So, too, 
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tradition which 


Here is a community ritual from Christian 
integral alchemical 


expresses the "solve et coagula" theme of 
ministry and which is a model for individual behavior that 
lovingly accelerates evolution. The community gathers and one 
person, perhaps someone unable to do the circle-dance, plays 


the role of Jesus: 


up unto them let us sing 


"Before I am delivered 
meet that which lies 


to the Father, and so go forth to 
before us. Make a circle, holding one another's hands." 
(The community forms a circle with Jesus at the centerpoint. 


Joinging hands they begin circumambulating around Jesus.) 
to the thee, Father." 


Jesus: 
a hymn 


Jesus: "Answer Amen unto me. Glory be 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "Glory be to thee, Word. Glory be to thee, Grace. 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "Glory be to thee, Spirit. Glory be to thee, Holy One. 


Glory be to thy Glory." 


Communtiy: "Amen." 
""We praise thee, Father. We thank thee, Light, in 


Jesus: 
whom no darkness dwells." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "T will be saved, and T will save." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: “I will be loosed, and I will loose." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will be wounded, and I will wound." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: I will be born, and I will bear." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will eat, and I will be eaten." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "T will hear, and I will be heard." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will be thought, being wholly thought." 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will be washed, and I will wash." 

Community: "Amen," 

Jesus: "Grace dances. I will pipe. Dance all of you.” 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "T will mourn, Beat your breasts all of you." 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "The number Eight, the power of new creation, sings 
praise with us." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "The number Twelve, the power of God's community, dances 
on high." 3 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: The Whole on high takes part in our dancing." 
Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "Whosoever does not dance knows not what shall come 
to pass." 

Community: "Amen," 


Jesus: "T will flee, and I will remain." 
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Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will adorn, and I will be adorned." 

Conmunity: "Amen." 

Jesus: "I will be united, and I will unite." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: “A house I have not, and I have houses." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "A place I have not, and I have places." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "A temple I have not, and I have temples." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "A lamp I AM to thee that beholds me." 

Community: Amen." 

Jesus: "A mirror I AM to thee that perceives me." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "A door I AM to thee that knocks upon me." 

Community: "Amen," 

Jesus: "A way I AM to thee a wayfarer." 

Community: "Amen." 

Jesus: "Now if you follow my dance, behold thyself in me who 

speaks, and seeing what I do, honor the secrets of my mysteries. 
consider what I do. This passion of personhood 


You who danoe, 


For you could not 


which I am about to suffer is your passion. 
have understood what you suffer if I had not been sent to you 
as the Word of the Father. You who have seen me suffer can 
see me as suffering. And in seeing you become wholly moved, 
moved to make wise. You have me as a bed, rest upon me. who 
I AM, you shall know when I depart. What I AM now seen to be, 
that I AM not. You shall see when you come. If you had known 
how to suffer, you would have been able not to suffer. Learn 
how to suffer, and you shall be able not to suffer. What you 
do not know, I myself will teach you. Your God I AM, not the 
God of the traitor. I would keep tune with holy souls. In 

me you know the Word of Wisdom. As for me, if you would 
understand what I was, by the Word I mocked at all things and 
I was not mocked at all. I exulted. But do you understand 
the Whole? And when you have understood it give Glory be to 


God. . . 

All: "Glory be to the Father. Glory be to the Son. Glory 

be to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 
Amen." [Paraphrased 


Kosmos without end. 


and ever shall be, 
translation of 


and adapted from James' 
(253-54). 


"The Acts of John" 94-96] 


Synthesis-Praxis Meditation: 


The INTENTIONAL 


challenge: Truthfulness 
Keep Silence 
before the 
Beautiful Stone 


imperative: 


evolution: formal operational 
to vision-logic 
Death/Rebirth 
Archetytpe 

"[T]he serpent said to the 
woman, 'You will not die. 

for God knows that when you eat 
of it [the tree of knowledge] 
your eyes will be opened, and 
you will. be like God, knowing 
good and evil'" (Gen. 3:4-5). 


guide: 


formula: Solve et coagula. 
"When you make two into one... 
then you shall enter 


the Kingdom" (Thom. 22). 


X 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
X 
x 
x 
x 
x 


x 


Part 1 
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The BEHAVIORAL 


challenge: Truth 


imperative: Dare to be Human; 
Dare for Truth 
dualistic anthropo- 
centric to integral 
ecorcentric 


evolution: 


guide: Tree of Life Archetype 
"Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works... 

To him[/her] that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the 

tree of life, which is in 

the midst of the paradise 

of God" (Rev. 2:5,7). 


formula: The mind must be 
in harmony with the work. 
"Wheresoever the body is, 
thither will the eagles be 
gathered together" (Lk. 17:37). 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXXXXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


The CULTURAL 


challenge: Justness 
imperative: Know God; 
Know the Good 
evolution: rational-egoic to 
integral-centauric 
guide: Empress Archetype 
"Whoever does God's will is my 
brother and sister and mother" 


(Mk. 3:33). 


formula: Visit the interior of 
the Earth and rectify what you 
find there, and you will 
discover the hidden stone. 

"He [Jesus] was with the wild 
and angels attended 


1:13). 


animals, 
him" (Mk. 


x 


x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


The SOCIAL 


challenge: Functional Fit 


imperative: Will the Journey 
of the Universe 


evolution: industrial nation- 
states to informational 


Ecozoic planet 


guide: Universe Archetype 
"[W]hen he drew a circle on 


face of the deep... then I 
was beside him, like a master 


workman" (Prov. 8:27,30). 


formula: Make a circle out 
of a man and woman, derive 
from it a square, from the 
square a triangle; make a 
circle and you will have the 


Philosopher's Stone. 
"Go into the world and preach 


the good news to all creation" 
(Mk. 16:15). 
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Synthesis-Praxis Meditation: Part 2 


SCH 


/ TREE OF LIFE WITH TAROT ATTRIBUTIONS 
A Death m [Attributions taken from Crowley's Book of Thoth} 


(Wasserman 22) 
(Crowley card no. 8) 


° The Empress 9 h The Universe ^ 


(Crowley card no. 3) (Crowley card no. 21) 
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Synthesis-Praxis Meditation: part 3 


2, m PS Fe ay FE 
The united body and the sun and moon tree 
OD. Mylius, Philesophia reformata, 1622) 


(Edinger, Mystery 95) 


w d -TMI things do Hive in the three / But in the four they merry be," {Squa 
‘arth Nurses the Filius Philosophorum (Maier, Atalanta Fugiens, 1618.) the circle)-—Jamsthaler, F'éatorim spagyriens ties) 
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